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After an eight-year court battle, former president Luis Alberto Monge (1982-1986) has been
found not guilty of fraud in a case involving the ex-president and 18 other members of his former
government in the embezzlement of US$2 million in state funds. Monge insisted all through the trial
that the charges were part of a scheme by "political leaders, journalists, and judicial authorities"
to discredit his party, the Partido Unidad Social Cristiana (PUSC), before the 1986 elections.
Shortly after he left office in 1986, former president Monge was accused of using special hurricaneemergency funds for his own personal use, including personal travel and home furnishings. At the
time, 18 other members of Monge's government were also charged with pilfering money from the
same funds, including his vice president, Armando Arauz, and two administrators, Geanina Tanzi
and Rafael Angel Duran.
The charges against Monge and the others were filed with the courts after he left office in 1986,
and the case did not actually come to trial until April 1993 due to legal delays and maneuvering. In
addition, the charges against Monge and Tanzi were separated from the others because of Monge's
poor health just before the trial opened. The trial concluded in April 1994 for the others, with eight
defendants found guilty of embezzlement, including Duran, who appealed the finding. Former vice
president Arauz was found not guilty of the charges, after the court determined "reasonable doubt"
existed in his case. The trial involving Monge and Tanzi concluded at the end of October of this year,
with the court finding Monge not guilty on the grounds that the prosecution had failed to prove that
Monge knew about the fraud. However, Tanzi was found guilty of having diverted the emergency
funds for illegal purposes and received a four-year sentence, which she is appealing.
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